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MARDAN FORT 


“| the little star-shaped fort that Hodson buitt in the years before the Great Mutiny.” 


This is the fort that Hodson of Hodson’s Horse built at Mardan in 1853-54, and except 
for the faet that the Guides, whose home was here for close on a hundred years, planted 
many tfes in their cantonment so that nowadays the fort is surrounded by them, it is 
very much the same today as it was then. 


“Picture to yourself an immense plain, flat as a billiard table but nol as green, with here and there a 
dotting of camel-thorn about eighteen inches high by way of vegetation. This, as far as the eye can see on the 
west and south of us, but on the north the everlasting snows of the mighty Himalayas above the lower 
range which is close to our camp.”” 


“Three weeks later Ash was in Bombay . . . en route to the land of his fathers”. 


EG put Lich PL gla PL LGF 1853 Ue owl bt 
Gite Si ed Lait 


ON THE INDUS 
hed taken them up the Indus, 


“4 dundhi, a flat bottomed boat normally used for carrying cargo . . 
initially under sail, and later, if the wind faited, by means of a tow rope, Teams of cooltes had pulled 


the clumsy craft from village to village, a fresh team taking over each evening while the precious one 
turned homeward. [Thetr] tiny ramshackle cabin with tls . . . matting walls might be exceedingyy hot 
and far from comfortabte . . . but the women's quarters in the Rung Mahal had been far hotter, 
while here the matting could be rotted up at will — and there outside lay the river and its white 
sandbanks.”” 


‘The dundhis still ply their trade on the Indus, and as you see, the matting walls of their 
make-shifi cabins can still be let dawn or rolled up at will. This photograph was taken in 
the nineteen-thirties by my mother, during a trip on the Indus, and this is the boat she 
travelled in. It too was either towed by teams of coolies when moving up-stream, or taken 


down by the current, guided by that huge wooden rudder. It was while on this trip that 
she painted The River at Evening reproduced earlier — the rocks and the river, the footsteps 
in the sand, and the sun setting behind the border hills. 


‘THE BRIDGE OF BOATS, ATTOCK 


“ash left his horse to be stabled and walked on dowen through the sleeping town, past the watts f the 
Emperor Akbar's great stone fort that had guarded the ferry for close on lien centuries. 
The descendants of the first ferry-men still plied the trade of their forefathers, but they would soon 
be gone, for the English had constructed a bridge of boats, over the Indus and nowadays nine tenths 
Of the traffic crossed by i 


‘The last time I crossed the Indus by the stone and icun bridge that replaced this one, 
was in December 1963 and I was on my way back from Mardan, I had gone there — and 
to Peshawer, Kohat and the Khyber ~ to research for The Pavilions and to get the Feel of thie 
Frontier again. Attock looked just the same as I remember it in the days of the Ray ~ and 
as it must have looked when Ash saw it, And I thought of all the Guides wha have 
passed through it on their way to and from Mardan during the vears since the Corps 
raised by Harry Lumsden moved into the fort that Hodsoa built for them On the plant 
of Yusafzai. The Corps of Guides still flourishes, but their headquarters are no longer at 
Mardan. 
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